CODE OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

We, the students and faculty of the Communication Arts Program at MBHS, value academic integrity and consider it a pillar of educational excellence. We understand that academic integrity involves scrupulous personal honesty, rigorous independence of thought and work on the part of each member of the academic community. We uphold the significance of a Code of Academic Integrity as the heart of the learning process, in that academic integrity:
· promotes a system of values in society that brings out the best in human beings; 

· is an essential part of an orderly, effective and healthy academic community without which there would be chaos;

· supports the idea of learning pursued for the sake of bettering one’s self and community. 

We further believe that a lack of academic integrity leads to a loss of credibility and trust in relationships and in the learning process itself. The mere suspicion of dishonesty creates a non-productive learning environment. Thus it is incumbent on all members of the academic community to uphold the strictest personal honesty. We therefore support the Code of Academic Integrity, which allows everyone involved in the Communication Arts Program to participate as scholars with honor. 
While the characteristics of honesty, truthfulness and scholarship are assumed of all students and staff, sometimes there are infractions. These infractions are subject to the discipline policies of Montgomery Blair High School and as well as additional sanctions on as outlined in this document. 

I understand, support and agree to abide by the Communication Arts Program Code of Academic Integrity. 


(print student name)


(Student signature) 







(date)

I have discussed the Code of Academic Integrity with my child, and we understand and support the Communication Arts Program Code of Academic Integrity. 

(parent signature) 







(date)
Violations

The following constitute violations of the Code:

1. Violating Academic Procedures
Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, information, or study aids in an academic exercise. An academic exercise includes an examination, test or quiz, an individual or group presentation, an individual or group project, an individual or group assignment. 

2. Fabricating or Falsifying

Intentional and unauthorized falsification or invention of any information or citation in an academic exercise. This includes unauthorized altering of a graded assignment, submitting another’s work under one’s own name, submitting identical or similar papers for credit in more than one course without prior permission.
3. Plagiarizing


Submitting material that in part or whole is not entirely one’s own work without attributing those same portions to their correct source. (See CAP Style Manual)

4. Aiding and Abetting Academic Dishonesty


Providing material, information, or other assistance to another person with knowledge that such an aid could be used in any of the violations stated above, or providing false information in connection with and incident regarding academic integrity.
Sanctions

In addition to the consequences listed on page 28 of the 2007 Montgomery Blair Planbook under the category of Academic dishonesty, the following sanctions will apply to members of the Communication Arts Program
Sanction 1 (occurs in all instances)


Student meets with Coordinator of the Program

Sanction 2- (second incident)
A defined period of probation and advisory 

Sanction 3 (Third incident)
Exclusion from the National Honors Society


Sanction 4 (Fourth Incident)
Expulsion from the Communication Arts Program
Process

The following process will be used for incidents that violate the Code of Academic Integrity:

1) If a teacher believes that a student has violated the Code, he/contacts the program coordinator and administrator.
2) The facts will be gathered and a meeting will be held with the student, parent, teacher, program coordinator, and school administrator.
3) A plan action will be developed following the guidelines set forth in this document.

Ideas and some language in this document are inspired by the Codes of Academic Integrity at the University of Maryland and Northwestern University. Credit is given to these institutions for these ideas and language
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