CAP 10 -- INTERDISCIPLINARY PROJECTS
Change Project (All Year)

Students will take part in Oprah Winfrey’s O Ambassadors global philanthropic initiative.  The students will establish goals and create organizational and fundraising plans to assist communities in East Asia to overcome challenges in poverty, education, health, and sustainable development.
Debates (October)
Students will engage in two-on-two Oxford-style debates on domestic policy issues, following the structure of national debate competitions.

Crystal Ball (November)
Students will research demographic and voter characteristics and then predict the Presidential, US Senate, US House of Representatives, and gubernatorial races throughout the United States.  The students’ predictions are presented to the Washington Post for inclusion in the Post’s “Crystal Ball” political prognostication contest in which the students compete against professional political pundits.

CAP Congress – Domestic Policy (November)
Students will research domestic policy issues, write editorials, present debates, formulate opinions, form coalitions and then write and pass bills pertaining to US domestic policy.  Students will simulate how a bill becomes a law in US Congress.
Critical Thinking Essay (January)

The Critical Thinking Essay requires students to select an issue of national importance and write a persuasive essay arguing one side of that issue, supported by documented and cited sources.  In 10th grade, each student will support the issue from the side opposite to the one advocated in the 9th grade essay.

CAP Congress – Foreign Policy (March)
Students will research foreign policy issues concerning seven “hotspots” from around the world, draft resolutions, debate the issues, and prioritize the foreign policy needs of the US.

CAP Court (April)
Students will hold mock trials on court cases drawn from each of the four 10th grade subjects:  English, Government, Journalism and Media.  Students will act as lawyers trying the case and also role-play the defendants and witnesses.

A-Bomb (June)
The 1948 Democratic Presidential primary between Harry S. Truman and Henry Wallace is moved to August 1945.  As bombs are dropped and the World War II races to its conclusion, students role play parts in four groups: Truman, Wallace, and their campaign staffs; experts and other important figures of the time; newspaper reporters; and television reporters.
