
 
 
June 2008 
 
Communication Arts Program 301-649-2854 
Freshman Instructional Team 
 
To the Class of 2012: 
 
Welcome to the Montgomery Blair High School Communication Arts Program. 
We look forward to an exciting year with challenging projects, interesting texts, 
relevant field trips, and intellectual discussion. You can expect honors level 
classes with extensive reading, expository writing, and lab work where 
appropriate. You will receive a mailing in July informing you of equipment 
needed and the orientation procedures for August. In order for you to prepare 
for the challenging year ahead, you are required to complete the following 
assignments for the first day of school and hand each in to the appropriate 
teacher. Summer assignments count for approximately 5% of the first quarter 
grade in each CAP class. 
 
Drama: Read either The Glass Menagerie, by Tennessee Williams, or All My Sons, 
by Arthur Miller, and take detailed notes describing the following elements: 
setting, plot, themes, conflicts, and characters. Bring your notes 
(typed) to class for use in scene analysis and performance. 
 
Media: check newsmagazines and newspapers for memorable news and sports 
photography through the summer. Examine pictures both in color and black and 
white print. Choose any four photographed news events and one 
sports event you feel are especially significant, clip and record their publication 
dates, then save them in a binder or notebook. Neatness counts! Be prepared to 
present and discuss your choices in photography class on the first day of 
school. 
 
 
 
 
English and History: Read the required book and one other from the book list 
below. Then complete the writing assignments for History and English. 
Part I - Required book (English and History) 



 A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court by Mark Twain. This novel is a 
satire, a literary work in which human vice or folly is attacked through irony, wit 
or derision. 
 
Writing Assignment—History: 
Write an essay answering the following question: How does Mark Twain satirize 
industrial society in the late 1800s? Find at least three examples in the novel and 
identify the folly or vice that he is trying to point out at the time he is 
writing. Explain how each example illustrates that folly or vice. 
 
Writing Assignment—English: 
Choose one prominent character from the novel. This may or may not be Hank 
Morgan (The Boss), but it should be a character in which you are interested. 
Examine the character’s words and actions, how the narrator describes him 
or her, what other characters say about your character, and how other characters 
interact with him or her. Write down quotes and summarize examples that 
reveal something about your character’s traits. Be sure to write down 
page numbers. When copying quotes, be sure to record who is talking and whom 
they are talking about if that is not clear. As you read the novel, you may find it 
easier to use post-it notes to mark the book and then go back later and write up 
your notes. This material will be used as support for your first in class writing 
assignment. 
 
Part II - Book list (History and English) Choose one from the following list: 

¥ Jubilee, Margaret Walker – The book follows the life of a young slave girl 
during the Civil War and her struggles after freedom; it has been called 
the black “Gone with the Wind.” 

¥ O Pioneers!, Willa Cather – A Swedish immigrant family strives against 
the elements to maintain their farm in Nebraska in this novel by one of 
America’s premier authors. 

¥ The Jungle, Upton Sinclair – A classic novel about life of immigrant 
workers in the Chicago stockyards, it was influential in the passage of the 
first federal consumer protection legislation. 

¥ Dreamland, Kevin Baker – A masterpiece of historical fiction, it delivers 
an intimate portrait of immigrant New York in the early twentieth 
century. Not for the faint of heart (but neither was New York in 1900). 

¥ Ragtime, E. L. Doctorow – In this panoramic view of American society in 
the early 1900s, Doctorow weaves together the lives of real and fictional 
characters in New York City. 

 
 
Writing assignment - History 
Write an essay summarizing the book you read (maximum 500 words). The 
summary should include an introductory paragraph with the historical setting 
(where and when the action takes place) and an overview of the story (one or 
two sentences which tell what the story is about). The body paragraphs should 
include several of the main things that happened in the story and how it 
concludes. In your conclusion, discuss what you learned about the historical 



period between the end of the Civil War (1865) and World War I (1914) from 
reading this book. 
 
Writing assignment - English (Choose either A or B.) 
A.  Describe two of the main characters. Write a paragraph for each. In your 
description illustrate the personality traits of the character and explain how those 
traits helped or hindered the character in facing problems and conflicts 
in the story. 
B. Explain two important conflicts in the story. For each, write a detailed 
paragraph. In each paragraph identify the conflict, analyze how the characters 
reacted to this conflict and describe how the conflict was resolved. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Paul Irvin    Tami Jeral 
History    Drama 
 
 
Paris Bustillos   Dana Simel 
Photography    English 


