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Communication Arts Program 301-649-2854 
Junior  Instructional Team 
 
To the Class of 2010: 
 
Welcome to the second half of your high school career.  Your third year in 
CAP is the most important year of secondary school.  This is the year in 
which you solidify your G.P.A., develop the relationships for your college 
recommendations, and take the tests which help determine where you will 
apply to college and where you will be admitted. 
 
In order to prepare for this coming academic experience, the 11th grade 
teaching team has prepared several activities for you to accomplish before 
school begins this fall.  You should be aware that during 11th grade, you will 
read at least two books and write two papers each quarter for AP English 
Language and Composition with ongoing vocabulary study as well as SAT 
preparation.  In AP World History, you will read supplemental materials in 
addition to the text and engage in on-line research.  The research methods 
course will require in-depth research both at Blair and through other library 
resources. 
 
In order to begin the year at optimal level you will complete the following 
tasks: 
Advanced Placement English Language and Composition 
 
1. Read Life of Pi (Yann Martel) and select a theme or main idea to be 
explained in an in-class essay during the first week of school (50 points, 
outline or notes allowed). 
 



2. Read Into the Wild (Krakauer).  Take notes to be passed in the first day 
of class (10 pt.) concerning syntax, themes, symbols, etc. Discussion and a 
writing exercise will follow during the first week of class. 
 
 
 
3. Religion in a variety of cultures is an emphasis of study during first 
semester.  To prepare yourself for this, we ask that you visit a major place of 
worship here or in another city (the National Cathedral, the Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception, etc.), preferably one you are not familiar with or 
have not visited.  Take notes during your visit (preferably a guided tour) and 
prepare a two page (500) organized, descriptive paper for the first day of 
class (50 points) which covers the following: (this paper should be an 
example of objective observation) 

-physical description of the building with architectural highlights 
-notable religious artifacts 
-spirit or ambiance of the building 
-other observations appropriate to your visit 
 

4. On the first day of classes, you will turn in ten (10) 300-word, two 
paragraph summaries/reaction statements for books read the previous 
academic year (minimum of five (5) from the curriculum). The first 
paragraph should include an approximately 200 word summary. The second 
paragraph should include an approximately 100 word reaction statement 
which will include the analyzing of at least one rhetorical device (diction, 
detail, point of view, organization, syntax) as it relates to tone/attitude. You 
should have one typed page per book. 
 
You must obtain your own copies of these books, check libraries and 
bookstores.  If you have any questions about these assignments, call  
Mr.Goldman in the CAP office (301-469-2854) during July. 

 
Advanced Placement World History 
 
Summer Reading Assignment  AP World History 2008 
 
 Guns, Germs And Steel, by Jared Diamond has been a text that has been the topic 
of much discussion over the last decade.  In the book the author attempts to answer two 
basic questions, why do certain societies develop differently and what accounts for the 
dominance of some societies over others? Diamond draws on a wide variety of fields of 
study to develop a comprehensive and compelling thesis. 



 
 The AP World History course explores historical comparisons and the subject of 
change over time.  Therefore, this book is considered by some to be a logical introduction 
to the course of study.  This book will be both a challenging and thought provoking read 
for students making the transition from 10th to 11th grade.  The book is widely available, 
asks your parents and relatives for their copy or you may choose to purchase either the 
first or second edition.   Many current juniors have the book.  Ask to borrow the book. 
 
 The following list of questions will serve as an organized guide to the text.  You are 
required to either maintain a written journal or, if possible, use a word processor.   
 
For each answer: 
1.  Write a complete paragraph. (no more than one) 
2.  Include a topic sentence that answers the question. 
3.  Utilize evidence from the text. (not required for the pre-reading questions) 
4.  Provide your analysis of the topic of the question. 
 
Pre-Reading Questions 

1. Think about two different countries with which you are somewhat 
knowledgeable.  (Non U.S.)  What are the countries and how do they compare 
economically and culturally? 

2. What are some difficulties in comparing two different countries?  
3. In comparing different groups of people what scientific fields of study would 

yield the most useful evidence? 
 
Prologue & Chapters 1-3 

4. What is Yali’s question and why did it motivate Diamond to write this book? 
5.  According to Diamond, what is the essential question that has gone 

unanswered in the attempt to understand the development of human societies? 
6. Why does the author believe that Polynesia’s varying environment provides 

the ideal conditions to test his thesis? 
7. Why does Diamond suggest that Pizarro’s encounter with Atahuallpa was the 

most dramatic moment in subsequent European-Native American relations?  
How did technology and germs play a role in this encounter? 

 
 
 
 
 
Part Two/ Chapters 4-10 

8. According to the author, what were the five major factors that led to the rise of 
farmers over hunter-gatherers in ancient societies?  Which factor was most 
important? 

9. Explain Diamond’s working definition of domestication and describe the 
process through which wild plants became domesticated.  Identify the key 
“founder crops”. 



10. Between 9,000 and 6,000 b.c.e. the Fertile Crescent made significant changes 
in food production.  What were the most important internal factors that led to 
these changes and how do they compare to other groups with similar zones of 
food production? 

11. According to the author, geography and location played a key role in 
development.  Explain his idea that location on the geographic axes played a 
key role in comparing Eurasian development with the development of Sub-
Saharan Africa and Latin America. 

 
Part Three/ Chapters 11-14 

12. A variety of factors account for the survival of some microbes in the 
environment.  Why did Eurasian (Old World) diseases have a greater impact 
on Native Americans than the impact Native American diseases had on 
Eurasians?   

13. Writing seems to be a focus for comparison in the development of societies.  
What were the social and economic characteristics of the societies that first 
developed writing?  What accounts for the differences in writing between 
societies with similar economic and social characteristics? 

14. Students of history tend to emphasize a heroic theory of invention.  What is 
the difference between the heroic and trial and error theory of invention?  

15. Ideas and culture are not static and spread from one location to another.  How 
does the diffusion of inventions have both direct and indirect consequences on 
different societies? 

 
Stop and Review 

16. Based on what you have read so far, put Diamond’s argument into a single 
thesis statement.  (not as easy as you think)  Diamond’s work has been the 
subject of debate.  Go on line and check out some the criticisms of his theory.  
Summarize the various criticisms. Provide a specific citation.  What is your  
personal reaction? 

 
We look forward to a challenging, academically stimulating year in which 
you will prepare yourself for college and your future scholastic life. 

 
 
 
 
James Mogge 
 
 
 
 
Miriam Plotinsky 

     


