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Communication Arts Program 301-649-2854
Sophomore Instructional Team

June 2008
Dear Class of 2011 Student,

Congratulations on the successful completion of your freshman year in the
Communication Arts Program. As you wind down your studies for this
academic year, it’s time to turn your attention to next year — a year that will
be both rigorous and rewarding. As your teachers for next year, we look
forward to working with you in developing your critical thinking,
communication, and writing skills.

Portfolio Requirements

On the first day of classes, you will turn in ten (10) 300-word, two paragraph
summaries/reaction statements for books read the previous academic year
(minimum of five (5) from the curriculum). The first paragraph should
include an approximately 200 word summary. The second paragraph should
include an approximately 100 word reaction statement which will include
the analyzing of at least one rhetorical device (diction, detail, point of view,
organization, syntax) as it relates to tone/attitude. You should have one
typed page per book.

Readings
Over the summer, we ask that you take some time to set the groundwork for
our course of study. You need to carefully read and view the following

books and DVD:

(over)



A) Lord of the Flieg William Golding)

B) Me to We: Finding Meaning in a Material Worl@raig and Marc
Kielburger)

C) “Maxed Out” (DVD Documentary by James Scurlock)

Y ou should bring the two books and be prepared for an essay test on the
books on the first day of school. This test will count as 10% of your first
quarter grade in English. The test will cover ideas and events explored in the
books’ theme/s. The test will be open-note, so you should take notes on the
books as you read them and bring them with you. We strongly discourage
the use of Spark/Cliffs notes, since the test will ask for specific citations
from the texts as support for your answer. We also urge you to read other
books over the summer. As you know, good writers are voracious readers.

Change Unit
See attached assignment.

Sincerely,

John Goldman Anne Cullen

Shay Taylor Lansing Freeman



