CAP English 9
Montgomery Blair High School
Dana Simel, Ph.D.
Contact Information:  The best way to get in touch with me is by e-mail, although I am often unable to respond until the last child leaves at the end of the day.   My email address is:  dana_simel@mcpsmd.org
Naturally, you can telephone the CAP office as well, but it might take a bit longer for me to get back to you. 

Course Description:  This course is designed to integrate American literature with American history from Reconstruction through the Twentieth Century.  Students will write several compositions and will use prescribed writing workshop procedures, which include prewriting activities, initial drafts, edits/revisions, and final drafts.

Objectives:   In line with the MCPS English Language Arts Curriculum (2008), this C.A.P. course is designed to encourage "literate, thoughtful communicators, capable of controlling language effectively as they negotiate an increasingly complex, and information-rich world."  Students will refine specific skills in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing, and will use these skills and strategies widely as tools for learning and reflection.  

Assignment Polices:  Please refer to the "POLICIES FOR NINTH GRADE COMMUNICATION ARTS PROGRAM," given to each student and parent.

Texts:  Texts may include, but will not be limited to, the following:

Walden and Civil Disobedience

Romeo and Juliet

Of Mice and Men

To Kill a Mockingbird
Various Works of Poetry & Short Stories 

Grading:  

To receive full credit, a student must submit an assignment by the due date.  If a student misses a due date, s/he may turn in an assignment by the deadline for a 10% reduction.  After the deadline, work will receive no credit. For assignments requiring submission to turnitin.com, please refer to the 9th Grade CAP Guidelines.  Your work will be graded on a weighted system using the MCPS grading scale.  The formula for determining grades will be as follows:

Summative Assessments:  50%

Formative Assessments:  40%

Homework:  10%

What to do if you think that you received a lower grade than you had anticipated (in this and in ALL of your classes now and in the future): 

Students and parents should know that when the CAP 9 composition assistant and I come across a major work that we think is less than a "B", we consult each other and/or other CAP teachers to determine if we can give extra points for the assignment.  We do not award grades lightly.   If, however, you believe that there has been a mistake made, please do the following:  

·    Do not try to argue DURING class and/or blurt out an inappropriate comment.   

·         Speak with the teacher if you do not understand a grade.  Grades are not negotiable; however, teachers are human; we do make mistakes, and if there is an obvious mistake, please speak with the teacher.

·         Do not ask "What did I do wrong" if you earn a "B".  A more appropriate question is, "How might I get an "A" on the next assignment?"

·         If, and only if, after having taken these steps, you still do not agree with a teacher, please refer to the grievance procedure as outlined on the MCPS website.

How to get the most out of Class:

You must read assigned material in a timely manner in order to do well on the various assessments.  The single largest factor that determines your success in English 9 is the commitment to read all assignments thoroughly.  

Successful students take notes while they read.  Particular attention is paid to answering the "who, what, when, where, how, and why's" of the reading selection.  Successful students look up any specialized vocabulary used in the reading.  They are sure of what key terms mean.  Successful students pause at the end of sections to self-quiz and summarize key points.  Successful students ask for clarification about sections that confuse them.

The class emphasizes writing strategies that enable students to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate historical and literary materials in interesting ways.  You will work to write clear prose by making observations about what has been read, supporting those observations with concrete facts and examples, and commenting on why the examples support the observation.  The last part – commentary – is the most difficult for many students, but it is the skill that will distinguish you on most academic writing.  A thoughtful and thorough understanding of a particular topic solves most writing problems.  

Homework:  Assignments will be noted on Edline.  Students are responsible for keeping up with all reading assignments, and for being aware of, and ready for, quizzes and tests.  Occasionally, unannounced quizzes will be given to monitor student progress.   Periodically, student essays, reports, or projects will be required to be completed outside of class, but the bulk of your homework will be reading and studying.  On this note, do not proceed as if you have no homework just because a written assignment is not due.  

Missed Classes:  Tests missed because of excused absences must be made up during lunch or after school.  You must make up tests or quizzes within three days of returning to school or the score will be reported as a zero.  Since tests are announced in advance, a student returning to school on a test day is expected to take the test on the assigned day. Bring special circumstances to my attention promptly.   Students may make up tests at lunch or after school in room 174, Tuesday through Thursday.  Violation of testing procedures will result in a failing grade.  

Frequently Asked Questions Answered:

How may I receive a good grade in your class?  First, you must define what you mean by "good".  What is "good" for one student may not be considered sufficient for another student or his/her parents or guardians.  But there are certain things that you can do to avoid making a poor grade.

What are the things that I may do to avoid making a poor grade?   Glad you asked!  Come to class motivated to learn!  If you do this, I guarantee that I will not deter your motivation, and may even add to it!  A desire to learn is key to academic success.

May I get extra help?   Absolutely!  Ask for extra help when you need it.  No need to pay for an outside tutor; I'm free!  I'm easy to find during lunch; feel free to eat while we talk.  

Do you like it when students ask questions and banter in class?   Surely!  Intellectual questions and banter are what scholarship is all about.  Ask away!  Banter away!  But please, make sure that both are relevant, or at the least, potentially relevant, to class topics.

Will you advise me on college admissions and financial aid?   Yes.  Please talk to me, even though it is the beginning of your high school career.  I will talk to your parents too. 

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
