The Freshman Year Curriculum

Overall Summary The ninth grade CAP curriculum provides students with a unique op-
portunity to study social studies, photography, Television Journalism and drama in an in-
terdisciplinary setting. Many units in the academic areas of social studies are interwoven
with media techniques practiced in photography, writing for television, and the develop-
ment of performance skills in drama.

CAP English 9 English 9 is structured as a writing workshop which provides a variety
of experiences in expository writing. The workshop approach affords all students with
personal, peer and instructor evaluations. Emphasis is placed on the process of writing.
Literature is also integrated into the course to foster strong interdisciplinary connections
and greater appreciation of writing styles.

CAP English 9 Reading List

Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger

The Color of Water by James McBride

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Magagie, A Girl of the Streets by Stephen Crane

Noon Wine by Katherine Anne Porter

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck

Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

Various short stories, poems and songs from the Harlem Renaissance

United States History This course covers American History from the Civil War to the
present. It combines a chronological and thematic approach, with a strong emphasis on
social history. Students learn about the causes and consequences of major events and
crises in the development of modern America. They will immerse themselves in the four
interdisciplinary projects that correspond to the historical periods of the Gilded Age, the
Roaring Twenties, World War Il and the turbulent 1960s. The use of primary documents
and secondary sources will deepen the broad understandings provided in the text. The
class will also focus on developing students expository writing and will acquaint them
with various formats for writing about history.

Drama In the drama course, the activities aim at the students development of con -
dence, poise, and creative dramatic expression. The students participate in stage per-
formances of various kinds, including improvisation, acting scripted scenes, and read-
ers theater. Students develop vocal and bodily expression and are introduced to the
aesthetics of theater. The course culminates in a community performance of original stu-
dent work.

CAP Photography and Creative Scriptwriting These one-semester courses are a part
of the CAP s required media offerings during freshman year. Working with a structured
media program modelled on a four year college communications curriculum, students
explore two facets of media: photography and scriptwriting. Students begin with basic
shot composition and critique photos based on technical and aesthetic standards and
guidelines. Creative Scriptwriting develops students skills for television and Im analysis.
They serve as crew members for Blair Network Communications, which airs a variety

of live shows from the school studio on Montgomery County Cable. This course gives
them the experience to apply for advanced positions in our studio operation.



