CAP Junior Research and Seminar
Shindel 2009
						Course Syllabus

Welcome to CAP Junior Research and Seminar 2009!!!  You have a challenging and invigorating year ahead—perhaps the most challenging year of your academic careers thus far.  By the end of the year in this class alone, you will have undertaken an extensive research project, completed over 75% of your CAP Portfolio, and explored great philosophical questions on being, morality, integrity, wisdom, and the good life.  Though many of the course objectives and much of the material from CAP Research Methods and CAP Junior Seminar remain, the overall structure of the courses has been dramatically changed to provide more unity and continuity across the school year.  Continuous dialogue and evaluation will be important to ensure that the new structure and activities fully support student engagement and learning.  

Course Sequence---

CAP Research Project
First Quarter
I. Introduction
Epistemology, Inquiry, Dialectic
II. Research Designs and Skills
Research Methods, Internet research,
Evaluating sources
III.  Research Project Components
Assumptions, Definitions, Research Question

Second Quarter
I. Foundations of Social Research
Ethics, Validity, Objectivity, Interpretation
II. Social Research Methods
III. Research Project Components
Rationale, Review of Literature, Design
CAP Junior Seminar

I. Introduction to CAP Portfolio
Description, Rationale, Examples
II.  Portfolio Planning and Organizing
III.  Cover Sheets and Exhibitions






Portfolio Exhibitions cont.




Third and Fourth Quarters
I. 
II. Research Project Components
Review of Lit. cont, Data collection, Discussion, Reflection, Presentation
II.  Organic activities and issues, Philosophy
I. Portfolio Exhibitions cont.
II. Advanced Exhibitions planning
III. College exploration and planning


Grading Categories:
Homework for Preparation and Practice—10%
	In-class and home activities and assignments (smaller in scope) that reinforce course content and skill 	development
Formative Assessments—50%
	Activities and assignments having to do with the CAP Research Project
Summative Assessments—40%
	CAP Portfolio Exhibitions, various quizzes and assignments used to assess course content
      Final Exam
	First Semester—None
	Second Semester—CAP Research Project Presentation

Every assignment will have a point value assigned to it that is commensurate with the amount of time and effort required to complete the task.  Longer assignments will obviously be awarded higher point values than shorter assignments.  If the student meets minimum requirements for any assignment, the minimum grade awarded will be a 50%.  A grade of “0” will be given for any work not that does not meet the minimum standard, work that is not completed, or work that is a product of academic dishonesty.
Make-up work, Late work, and Re-assessment Policy:
A. Make-up work (absence)—To find out what assignments were missed during a legal absence, check EDLINE first.  If questions still exist, consult the teacher and other classmates.  You will be granted a reasonable amount of time to make up missed work.  Only work missed due to a legal absence will be accepted for full credit.
B. Late work—All work is expected to be turned in on the assigned due date.  Work submitted after the due date will receive a 10% deduction in total points if submitted prior to the deadline.  The deadline for late work will be 96 hours (four classes for 5th and 8th period, two classes for a block) after the original due date.
C. Late exhibitions—lose 10% if turned in on the Monday following the due date.  Exhibitions turned in after Monday will receive ZERO POINTS, but they must still be turned in to complete the portfolio requirements.  
D. Re-assessed work—Only assignments completed and submitted by the due date will be available for re-assessment.  Students will be told in advance which assignments are available for re-assessment. 

Potential course topics and general areas for research

				         Social Sciences

Economics
Psychology
Political Science 
Anthropology
Sociology 
Media
Futurism
Education
Science and Technology	
Propaganda
Popular Culture
Race/Class/Gender Studies

				   Research Designs and Methods

Historical Research
Qualitative Research
Quantitative Research
Ethnography
Case Study
Correlation
Survey
Critical Research
Experimental Designs
Phenomenology
Biography
Grounded Theory

					     Philosophy

Inquiry
Skepticism
Epistemology
Ethics
Political and Legal Theory
Critical Theory
Metaphysics
Eastern Philosophy
Postmodernism





Contact Information
Email—shindelk@mbhs.edu
Office Phone---301-649-2851
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