CAP Journalism								2009-2010
Ms. Cullen									Room 158

COURSE OVERVIEW

Welcome to CAP Journalism! This year we will learn basic journalism skills in the
following areas: editorial, news, and feature writing, grammar/spelling/punctuation,
gathering and reporting news, interviewing techniques, analysis and critical thinking,
editing, and headline writing. 
Students will also be introduced to rights and responsibilities of the press, including how to avoid libel and censorship. We will also address the ethics of reporting, and discuss at length the Watergate and Valerie Plame scandals and their impact on the field of journalism.

On a lighter note, we will learn methods of photojournalism, page layout and design, and
political cartoons. Various guest speakers and a field trip to the Newseum and/or The
Washington Post is planned.

Assignments

All work is to be typed (10 or 12 point only), double-spaced with one-inch margins using
Times New Roman font. To ensure anonymity and the highest degree of objectivity, only
your student ID number and class period should be single spaced in the upper right corner
(no names unless it is a final draft). Assignments should be free of spelling, punctuation
and grammatical errors, particularly final drafts. Careless mistakes are costly and WILL
affect your grade! Specific criteria will be outlined on each assignment’s rubric.

Grading

All assignments are important and should be taken seriously, regardless of their point value.
Expectations for individual assignments will be explained in class, and all points issued
are final.  Please refer to your CAP manual for what comprises an “A.” Homework assignments will be worth 3-10 points, formative drafts and quizzes will be worth 10-15 points, and final drafts and tests (summative assignments) will be worth 25 – 50 points.

Rules and Guidelines

Read your CAP manuals carefully, as all policies outlined therein will be strictly
enforced. Students must meet ALL deadlines. Students are welcome to turn in work
early, but if a deadline is missed, it cannot be accepted for credit. Computer or
printer/ink problems are NOT valid excuses for late work. Passes to the Media Center
will not be issued to print out assignments, nor will the classroom computer be available
to print work. It is your responsibility to ensure that your flash drive is compatible with
MCPS computers and that you come to class ready to submit work. Extensions will not
be granted except for extreme emergencies, and extra credit is not an option.


Attendance

You should make every effort to be in class everyday. You are responsible for meeting
deadlines regardless of absences. If you know you will be absent on a due date or
deadline, you should arrange for a classmate to turn it in on your behalf that day or email
me an electronic copy. Tests or quizzes are to be made up the day you return, not the next
class period. Please see me to schedule a time for make-ups. When you are absent for a
test or major deadline, it does not go unnoticed by your CAP teachers.

Academic Support

My email is Anne_W_Cullen@mcpsmd.org. I am available in the CAP office (room 145)
or in my office in 340 before and/or after school. If at any time you don’t understand or need help on an assignment, please ask for help. I am usually here until 4 pm. Make every effort to hand work in to me personally, but please do not interrupt another class to do so. If I am absent, you should submit work to another CAP 10 teacher or to the substitute teacher for that day.

The Fine Print

As outlined in your CAP manual, an “A” is awarded for work that goes above and
beyond teachers’ expectations. Taking initiative to do your absolute best work on all
projects will help ensure the highest possible grade. Therefore, a great deal will be asked
of you this year if an A is your goal, and I will do my best to help you achieve it.
Paying close attention in class, asking thoughtful questions, meeting deadlines and
reading your assignments carefully are equally important. Perhaps the most valuable
attribute you can bring to class, however, is a positive attitude. Although my
expectations are high, I enjoy my students’ success. I want you to work hard, but don’t
forget to have a good time!

Assignment Overview (not including interdisciplinary projects or quizzes)
	First Quarter
	Second Quarter

	Letter to the Editor                     H 5
	Features story ideas                          H5

	Syndicated Columnist analysis  F 10
	Cover Sheet                                      H5

	Election coverage analysis         F 10
	Proof of two interviews                   F10

	Creative Editorial                       F 10
	Outline and sample lead                  F10

	First Draft Editorial                   F 15
	First Draft                                        F10

	Final Draft Editorial                  S 25
	Final Draft                                       S25



